Treatment of bleeding episodes in patients with hemophilia and an inhibitor: comparison of two treatment protocols with recombinant activated factor VII.
Six hemophilia A patients with inhibitors were treated with a continuous infusion of recombinant activated factor VII (rFVIIa) for various bleeding episodes. Bleeding episodes (n = 101) were treated according to a 12 h regular dose protocol or a shortened (6 h) augmented dose protocol. Patient response to therapy was assessed by symptomatic improvement within predefined timeframes. Although patient number was limited, both protocols appeared similar with respect to the proportion of patients responding to therapy; however, the augmented dose protocol appeared to be superior to the regular dose protocol with shorter response time, shorter duration of therapy and possibly lower rFVIIa requirements. Further studies are needed to define the efficacy of rFVIIa augmented dose administered as continuous infusion in treating hemophilia patients with inhibitors during major bleeding episodes, trauma and surgery.